ASUN: Act 943

1. Incorporated information on unplanned pregnancy prevention for students into student orientation activities.

We have a module on unplanned pregnancy in the freshman seminar course College and Life Skills. Information is also included in the New Student Orientation sessions. 

2.      Integrated information recognized as medically accurate by the American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists about the prevention of unplanned pregnancy into academic courses.

Information on the prevention of unplanned pregnancy is included in the freshman seminar course College and Life Skills. Other academic courses, such as life science and nursing courses, also touch upon this topic. 


3.      Identified opportunities to raise awareness and provide resources about the prevention of unplanned pregnancies across the student population.

In addition to including information on the prevention of unplanned pregnancy in our new student orientation sessions and in the freshman seminar course College and Life Skills, we have included a question on our food pantry intake form that helps us identify any other resources, such as pregnancy prevention, birth control, etc. that students may need. Material and resources on unplanned pregnancy are also included in an online student resource center hosted on our Learner Management System.


4.      Identified opportunities for your students to reach out to younger teens as mentors or role models of successful behaviors and healthy choices.

ASUN tries to involve our students in several events, such as competitions, Be Pro Be Proud, campus and program tours, etc. where they model positive behavior to a younger audience. With two new sports teams starting in Fall 2023, we hope to increase these opportunities through our athletics program.


5.      Identified private or federal grants available to address the prevention of unplanned pregnancy and promote student success, including any partnerships necessary to compete for such grants.

As with many other institutions, grant writers are incredible busy employees. Luckily, ASUN has been able to employ a grant writer who is part of the academic affairs division. We hope to be able to work with this grant writer to identify some grants that may help us advance and improve our work with the prevention of unplanned pregnancy.


6.      Collaborated with the Department of Health or federally qualified health centers to promote access to care.

ASUN provides free mental and health care through the service Timely MD. In addition, ASUN connects students to other services and resources that may be available to them through the food pantry intake form. Department of Health pamphlets are provided to students in College and Life Skills.


7.      Identified child care, transportation, financial aid and other challenges specific to existing single parents.

We provide information about the single parent scholarship and also work with Career Pathways for eligible students. On our Jonesboro campus, we can offer free bus passes to help with transportation. In addition, the freshman seminar course specifically addresses time prioritization and study/learning strategies that keep in mind students with a demanding private life outside of college. ASUN also has a food pantry on each campus that students can easily access. 

8.      Identified a method to measure effectiveness of your unplanned pregnancy prevention activities.

In the freshman seminar course, students take a pre-quiz and a post-quiz so that we can measure the impact of the material and learning activities. These assessments also help us understand where we as an institution can do better / provide more material, assignments, resources, etc. for students to better meet the learning outcomes.

9.      Identified other topics or issues relating to the prevention and reduction of unplanned pregnancies among older teens.

Three topics / issues that we have found successful to use as “frame narratives” for the prevention of unplanned pregnancies are:

· Financial issues: We look at the financial impact of unplanned pregnancy on a state (specifically Arkansas) as well as the impact on the soon-to-be parents (cost of raising a child).

· Setting goals for academic, career, and private life: This helps students understand the control they have over when they want to become parents; that having a child / becoming a parent can be a planned situation; provides opportunities for students to compare and contrast unplanned versus planned pregnancy and how these different perspectives / situations impact students’ academic, professional, and personal goals.


· Critical reasoning skills: We work with students to critically look and research impacts of unplanned pregnancy on finances, one’s goals, one’s health etc. We also evaluate some commonly held myths when it comes to preventing unplanned pregnancies (“myth busters”).

· Health concerns: One often overlooked related topic to pregnancy is the toll it takes on women’s bodies to be pregnant. Another often overlooked health concern is the mortality rate of mothers in the United States. We compare this information to that of methods of preventing unplanned pregnancies to expose some misconceptions (and myths) regarding the safety of some of these preventative measures.
